



































incident was a conflict between Jeju islanders and the police and Seobuk
Youth Association, hence, they were reluctant to intervene. However, as
time went by, the Korea Constabulary had no choice but to crack down
on Jeju islanders under the command of the US military army. At the
end of April, the US Military Government ordered the army to crack
down on the April 3 Uprising.

Meanwhile, Kim 1k-
ryeol(Kim lk-yul), the
Commander of the 9t
Regiment tried to solve
the situation peacefully.

As a result, on 28 April,

less than a month after

Key people of the Peace Negotiation
Kim Dal-sam(left), Kim Ik-ryeol(right) the Apl‘il 3rd Uprising,

a negotiation table was set up with the armed resistance group who
initiated the April 3" Uprising. On 28 April 1948, the 9% Regiment com-
mander Kim lk-ryeol and the organization department head of armed
resistance group Kim Dal-sam (his real name was Lee Seung-jin) finally
reached a significant and successful conclusion after a heated debate.
They agreed upon completely ceasing battles within 72 hours, gradual
disarmament and guaranteed safety of armed resistance group.

If these agreements had only been implemented, the April 3" Mas-
sacre would not have happened. However, sabotage actions to break the
Peace Negotiation started on 1 May. On 1 May, only three days after the
Peace Negotiation, unidentified men, disguised as the armed resistance

group, set fire in Yeonmi Village, Ora-ri. This was the so-called Arson of
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Ora-ri. The US Military Government documented this arson from the
sky and the ground, and it soon became a propaganda documentary film
titled Cheju-Do May Day. It was later found that the fire was set by the
right-wing Seobuk Youth Association but at that time, this arson was
fabricated as a fire set by the armed resistance group to break the agree-
ment, and it had a decisive effect on the annulment of the agreement. It
was clear that the US Military Government was behind this fabrication.

On 3 May, civilians who came down from the mountains, trusting the
Peace Agreement, were shot by police officers who disguised themselves
as the armed resistance group. It was planned so that the armed resis-
tance group could be blamed for breaking the Peace Negotiation with
the aim to annul the agreement.

The US Military Government dismissed Kim lk-ryeol who realized
what was going on and strongly criticized it. Park Jin-gyeong(Park Chin-
kyung), a hardliner, was appointed as the Regimental Commander,
replacing Kim lk-ryeol. Park Jin-gyeong served as a second lieutenant of
the Japanese army during the Japanese colonial period and was favored
by William F. Dean, head
of the US Military Gover-
nment. His position was
completely different from
that of Kim Ik-ryeol. At his
inauguration, he said “In

order to suppress a riot in

Jeju, it is fine if 300,000

Arson of Ora-ri It was later found that it was fabricated by
Jeju people are victimized.”  theright wing group.
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The breakdown of the May 10 General Election

On 10 May 1948, a general election was held for the first time in the
South. To establish a government, it was necessary to elect parliamen-
tarians to enact the Constitution. As mentioned earlier, some people
were concerned that the South-Korea-only election might bring war in
the future and thus refused to hold such an election. Kim Koo, the last
Premier of the Provisional Government of Korea during the Japanese
colonization and later a Korean nationalist politician, said “Even though

1 collapse on the 38t parallel, 1 cannot cooperate with the establishment

of a divided country.”

Y SR Ly NN
People who refused to vote and entered the mountain are walking down the mountain
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This was also the known cause of the April 37 Uprising by the Jeju
chapter of the South Korean Labor Party. For this reason, the 10 May
election was not held properly in Jeju. Two out of three constituencies
in Jeju boycotted the General Election and therefore, only one parlia-
mentarian was elected instead of three. The breakdown of the 10 May

General Election heralded a tragic event in Jeju.

Two governments in one country

Even though the General Election to elect members of the Consti-
tuent Assembly was not properly held in Jeju, election was held in other
parts of the country.

Members of the Consti-
tuent Assembly were elec-
ted and they announced
the first Constitution was
proclaimed on 17 July 1948.
Against this backdrop,
the Republic of Korea was
formed on 15 August 1948
and the first president was
Rhee Syng-man. Then the
North rapidly declared

their own government.

Two separate governments were established on the
Korean peninsula

Democratic People’s Re-
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public of Korea(North Korea) was established on g September 1948.

In any case, it was an important chapter in Korean history. Unfortuna-
tely, this history became a horror for the Jeju people. After establishing
the government, Rhee Syng-man wanted to remove any obstacles of his
legitimacy. For him, the Jeju islanders who strongly resisted against the
South-Korea-only election were a nuisance.

At the same time, a process of the United Nations approving the new
government was scheduled in December 1948 and this made Rhee im-
patient. To be approved on an international level, domestic issues had to
be cleared up by December 1948. The US Military Government, which
was supposed to leave Korea by the end of 1948, was also running out of
patience and wanted to clear up issues before its withdrawal. Unfortu-

nately, what they chose was total destruction, instead of peace.

Era of madness since the fall of 1948

Severe crackdown started from 17 October 1948. Song Yo-chan(Song
You-chan), who was appointed as the gth Regimental Commander, an-
nounced a decree to “impose quarantine on the area further inland than
skm from the coastline of Jeju Island and in the mountainous area. Tho-
se who defy the quarantine, no matter what the reason is, will be recog-
nized as rioters and be shot to death.” This was a decree that seriously
violated human rights and killed Jeju people without any legal process.
This also violated the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of

the Crime of Genocide(Geneva Convention), which stipulates “people
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who do not take part in the fighting should be protected and respected,
and must be treated humanely” to protect prisoners of wars and civi-

lians.

Quarantine

5km ——

Quarantine 5km from the coastline of Jeju

On 17 November of the same year, the Martial Law was declared.
Originally, the Martial Law was a temporary measure to allow the army
to take control of judicial, legislative and administrative powers of the
country under the state of emergency. It is still doubtful that Jeju island
at that time was at that level of crisis to justify Martial Law.

Even though the announcement of Martial Law was justified, it
was(and still is) illegal to kill
people without proper legal
process. However, most
villages situated in the
middle of Mt. Halla were
burnt down and villagers

who were not able to leave

the villages were brutally

killed. Women, children, RheeSyng-manencouraged the army dispatched to Jeju
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and the elderly were no exception. These killings were illegal even
during the war, and this merciless carnage continued for a while even
though it was not during the war. Cruel and brutal killings at that time
are too horrendous to describe in this booklet.

At the beginning, the number of armed resistance identified by the
military and the police was around 500. However, to crack down on 500
people, they sacrificed 30,000 people. During that process, evil and uni-
maginable acts were committed. This is why people call this period “an
era of madness.” The era of madness continued until the spring of 1949.
Young people who wished to clean up deep-rooted evil from Japanese
colonization and establish a unified country escaped to the mountain

areas, smuggled themselves into Japan, or got killed if they stayed in Jeju.

Wailing by Park Kyung-hoon
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Excavation of remains at the Jeju International Airport.

This excavation project started 60 years after the massacre. 127 bodies were found in 2007 and
261 bodies were found from 2008 to 2009. Some bodies are still buried under the airport.

The third excavation is scheduled in 2018.

National Day of Commemoration, April 3rd

The Jeju April 37 Uprising and Massacre was a tragic incident in
which the casualties are second only to the Korean War in modern Ko-
rean history. Most Jeju people are directly related to this tragic history.

Even so, the April 3" Uprising and Massacre has been a taboo for a
very long time. Those who were in or close to power were responsible
for this tragedy, and therefore, systematically concealed the event. Deep-
rooted evil from the time of Japanese colonization were still in existence,

and it managed to silence the people.
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Memorial ceremony for the victims of the April 3rd Massacre. Every year, a memorial ceremony for
the victims of the April 31d Massacre is held at 10am on 3 April at the April 3rd Peace Park.

Eventually, history reveals the truth. Forced silence cannot last fore-
ver. Many people courageously exerted efforts into raising voices of the
Jeju people related to the April 3' Uprising and Massacre. Crackdown
by the government was expected in the process of seeking the truth of
the April 3*4 Uprising and Massacre, so great courage and sacrifice were
required to find the truth.

June Democratic Uprising in 1987 which served as a momentum for
democratization in South Korea also motivated people to talk about the
April 3" Uprising and Massacre. On 3 April 1989, people held a comme-
moration ceremony of the April 3*¢ Uprising and Massacre in public for
the first time. These fearless efforts shed light on the truth of the April

3rd Uprising and Massacre.
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The efforts of ordinary but courageous people resulted in the <Special
Act on Discovering the Truth of the Jeju 43 Incident and the Restoration
of Honor of Victims> of 2000 and <The Jeju 43 Incident Investigation
Report> of 2003. Soon after, the then President Roh Moo-hyun made an
official apology by saying “l, as the President, holding the responsibility
of government, accept the Committee’s suggestion and truly extend my
official apology for the wrongdoings of those national authorities in the
past.” In 2014, Park Geun-hye administration designated April 3" as the

National Day of Commemoration.

The April 37 Uprising and Massacre is not over yet

Sadly, the April 37 Uprising and Massacre is not yet resolved. Many
obstacles are still found in different parts of the country. Even though

Koreans impeached former President Park Geun-hye, rooted corruption

Official apology by the former President Roh Moo-hyun
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still continues to exist.

This applies to the April
3rd Uprising and Massacre.
No one was punished for the

vicious and tragic past as a

perpetrator. Worse yet, it is

Unnamed Monument. The unnamed monument is not even clear who the said
exhibited at the entrance of the April 31d Peace Park
exhibition hall perpetrators are. For a long

time, those who are responsible for the massacre denounced the spirit
of the April 3" Uprising and Massacre as “communism” instead of apo-
logizing for what they did. No proper acknowledgement was given to
those who were killed while protesting against the division of a country
and war. They are simply mentioned as “victims” or even considered as
offenders against state power. They were even framed as "reds" and as is

clear, being called "reds" justified all illegal actions against them.

What Jeju islanders wanted to achieve was a united
and peaceful country without the threat of war.

Unfortunately, their efforts failed and now, the Korean peninsula is
one of the countries with the highest risk of a possible war. The political
situation is unstable because we do not know when a war might break
out. If a unified country had only been established 70 years ago, these
tensions and anxiety would not exist. This is why the April 3* Uprising
and Massacre is an ongoing issue.

By any chance, do you know how much the South Korean annual
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national defense budget is? As of 2017, it is around 4o trillion Korean
Won (=40 billion USD). Can you even imagine how big this number is?
40 trillion Korean Won equates to a salary for 1 million people with an
annual income of 40,000 USD. Currently, youth unemployment rate
is very high in South Korea. If the country was not divided into two, we
could have used a large portion of the national defense budget for social
welfare. Then, people’s lives could have been filled with more happiness
than now.

The April 3*¢ Uprising and Massacre is still ongoing. It is between
people who insist on “starting a war” and “no war.” Which side are you

going to be on?

Remember the Jeju April 34 Uprising and Massacre

The Jeju April 3" Uprising and Massacre started from the 1t March
commemoration ceremony in 1947 and it was an expression of Jeju
Islanders’ aspiration for a unified country. It was not only those of Jeju
Islanders but of all Koreans. At the same time, the Jeju April 3* Uprising
and Massacre is a tragic history where people’s right to life was brutally
violated and destroyed by the state forces. It reminds us of the impor-
tance of people’s lives and human rights.

Jeju Island which suffered from the conflicts between different ideo-
logies and went through a catastrophic tragedy during the Cold War
should be reborn as the island of peace. The Jeju April 3® Uprising and

Massacre must be remembered to avoid repeating the tragic past.

37



Candlelight Revolution in South Korea, 2016
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Political Situation outside Jeju

1945

Japanese Emperor Hirohito announced — 15 Aug
the surrender of Japan Liberation of Korea.
Lyuh Woon-hyung established Committee
for the Preparation of Korean Independence.

Soviet Union landed in Wonsan. — 17 Aug

Far East Command announced — 7 Sep
the US Military Government in South Korea.

9 Sep

22 Sep

Moscow Conference of Three Foreign — 27 Dec
Ministers : 5 - year trusteeship on the
Korean peninsula.

1946

Korea Constabulary was established. — 15 Jan

US-Soviet Joint Commission was established. — 6 Feb

The right wing group established — 8 Feb
the National Society for Acceleration of
Korean Independence.

The left wing group established the — 15Feb
National Front for Democracy Commission.

3Jun
1 Aug
The US Military Government arrested — 7 Sep
Park Hon-yong(Park Heun-young),
one of the leaders of the Korean
community party and Communist Party
became illegal.
1 Oct
23 Nov

1947

10 Feb

1 Mar

10 Mar

The Truman Doctrine was announced — 12 Mar
and the Cold War began.

15 Mar

Lyuh Woon-hyung was assassinated. — 19 Jul
7 Sep

2 Nov

Timeline from
the Liberation
to the Korean War

Political Situation in Jeju

— 66,780 Japanese soldiers remained in Jeju.

— Proclamation No. 1 by General of the Army
Douglas MacArthur to the People of Korea.

— Jeju People’s Committee was established.

— Rhee Syng-man argued for
establishing South Korean only government.

— Jejulsland was raised to the status of a province.

— Daegu Autumn Uprising

— South Korean Labor Party was established.

— Around 1,000 high school students in
Jeju held a protest against the US.

— Around 30,000 people joined the 28th Commemoration
ceremony of the Independence Movement of March 1st,
Police shot protesters, killed 6 persons and wounded 8 persons.

— General strikes protesting against the March 1 shooting incident.
Until 13 March, 41,211 people of 166 organisations joined the strike.

— Vice Chief Choi Gyeong-jin (National Police Agency) said
in his report regarding Jeju Incidents “ 90% of Jeju people
tend to fall for leftist.”

— Chief Jo Byeong-ok (National Police Agency) ordered to arrest
ringleaders of protests.

— Park Tae-hun, Head of Jeju Food Affair Office was attacked
at his house by the Seobuk Youth Association.

— Seobuk Youth Association Jeju headquarter was established.



UN Korea Temporary Committee —
arrived in Seoul.

UN Korea Committee announced —
South-Korean-only election.

Republic of Korea (South Korea) was established. —

Based on the US-South Korea Status —
of Forces Agreement, South Korea wartime
operational control belonged to the US.

Yeosu-Suncheon Uprising —

A

Kim Koo was assassinated by Ahn Doo-hee. —

Completed withdrawal of the US Army. —
500 advisory members of the US
Military Advisory Committee remained.

Martial Law enacted and proclaimed. —

Korean War broke out. —

L S kY -
Incheon Landing Operation —

1948

8 Jan

22 Jan — Jeju CIC reported “Jeju Police made a surprise attack
for the unauthorized South Korean Labor Party of
Jocheon's branch meeting at Sinchon-ri, arresting 106 persons
and seized the ordering documents for armed striking.”

1Feb — Kim Ik-ryeol, Lieutenant commander was appointed
as new Chief of the 9th Regiment, succeeding Lee Chi-eop,

1 Mar Lieutenant Colonel.

6 Mar — A Jocheon School student Kim Yong-cheol was tortured to death
at Jocheon Police.

14 Mar — Yang Eun-ha was tortured to death at Mosulpo Police Station.

3 Apr — Anarmed uprising occurred in Jeju.

28 Apr — Peace Negotiation between Kim Ik-ryeol and Kim Dal-sam.

29 Apr — Dean, Military General visited Jeju on a secret mission,
crackdown policy was followed.

1May — Arson of Ora-ri.

5May — The US Military Government dismissed Kim Ik-ryeol from his position,
Chief of the 9th Regiment and replaced with Park Jin-Gyeong,
Lieutenant Colonel.

10May — Two out of three constituencies boycotted
the general election in Jeju.

15 Aug

24 Aug

9Sep — Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (North Korea) was established.

110ct — Jeju Security Headquarter was established.

17 Oct — Song Yo-chan, Chief of the 9th Regiment announced a decree,
banning access within 5km from Jeju coastlines and violators
will be executed regardless his or her circumstance.

19 Oct

17 Nov  — Martial Law was announced in Jeju.

31Dec — The Martial Law in Jeju was lifted.

1949

17 Jan  — Around 400 villagers were killed by the army in Bukchon village.
2Mar — Jeju District Command Post was established
(Commander: Colonel Yoo Jaeheung).
15May — Released Jeju District Command Post.
7 Jun  — General Commander of the armed resistance group,
Lee Deok-gu, executed by Police.
26 Jun
29 Jun
20ct — 249 previously sentenced to death by Court-Martial trial(1949)
were executed near Jeju Airport and buried secretly.
24 Nov

1950

25 Jun

16 Jul  — The 5th Army Training Station established in Jeju.

27 Jul — Detainees at a Distillery in Jeju who were under the preventive
custody were secretly buried at the sea in front of Sarabong.

15 Sep

1954

21Sep — Confinement of Mt. Hallasan released.



Victims of Jeju 4-3

Total identified victims: 14,232 (As of 2017)
(* 66 victims of unidentified domicile were not in]c)luded) Jocheon-myeon
1,874

® North Jeju-gun®: 9,412
e South Jeju-gun: 4,757 Jeju-eup
e Outside Jeju Island: 63 4,006

Heenguon i
106 |

915

Sinchon-i
181

Handong-1
33

Aewol-myeon

Waheuli  Dasheulri

137 133

Yougngd  Bonggae-i
274

141

Odeung-i
124

eongsan-myeon
469

Sinheungri - Tosani
119

160

Pyoseon-myeon
695

Namwon-myeon

966
Above 500

: Andeok-myeon Seogwi-myeon Between 400 and 500

Daejeong-myeon =

681 Jungmun-myeon 577 B Between 300 and 400
[
[

628

e Between 200 and 300
Between 100 and 200
Between 50 and 100
0 Between 1 and 50

Source: Jeju April 31 Incident Investigation Report





